The Ho Chi Minh Trail

The Blood Road

Vletam War
The legendary Notorious Ho Chi Minh Trail or The Truong Son Trail

The Ho Chi Minh Trail in the Vietnam War was a logistical system that ran from the Democratic Republic of

Vietnam (North Vietnam) to the Republic of Vietnam (South Vietnam) through the neighboring kingdoms
of Laos and Cambodia.

The Trail was developed from just a series of rough paths into a highly organized route for soldiers and supplies.

The Ho Chi Minh Trail extended from Mu Gia Pass in the north, southward along the western slopes of the Annam

range, to a combination of exit points that stretched to the tri-border regicn of Laos, Cambodia, and South Vietnam.
By 1971, the Trail p i an esti i 3,500 k of roads.
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The legendary Notorious Ho Chi Minh Trail or The Truong Son Trail,                                                  

The Ho Chi Minh Trail dates back to World War II.  Ho Chi Minh took the same paths. 

The Ho Chi Minh Trail, also called the Truong Son Trail, was a complex web of jungle foot paths and truck routes. Most truck routes were dirt roads and some important portions were paved with rock and pebbles. The Communist Viet Cong and People’s Army of Vietnam (PAVN) were able to move an estimated sixty tons of supplies per day from this route. Most of this was carried by porters. Occasionally bicycles and ponies would also be used. Later, as it was widened and made more secure, trucks were sent down the trail. At regular intervals along the route the National Liberation Front (NLF) built base camps that were a place for the troops to rest and contained canteens and medical facilities.

Ho Chi Minh Trail, was a network of trails through eastern Laos and Cambodia into South Vietnam, encompassing over 12,500 miles (20,000 kilometers).

The Trail was developed from just a series of rough paths into a highly organized route for soldiers and supplies. The Ho Chi Minh Trail extended from Mu Gia Pass in the north, southward along the western slopes of the Annam range, to a combination of exit points that stretched to the tri-border region of Laos, Cambodia, and South Vietnam. By 1971, the Trail encompassed an estimated 3,500 kilometers of roads. 

The roads were originally built by manual labor. The whole network was maintained by over 40,000 personnel. 

Most movement on the Trail was conducted at night. This was done by a series of short shuttles. The Trucks started just after nightfall and trailed off around 3:00 a.m. This allowed time for unloading and concealment of supplies and vehicles.  

The Ho Chi Minh Trail in the Vietnam War
was a logistical system that ran from the Democratic Republic of Vietnam (North Vietnam) to the Republic of Vietnam (South Vietnam) through the neighboring kingdoms of Laos and Cambodia. The system provided support, in the form of manpower and materiel, to the National Front for the Liberation of South Vietnam (NLF or derogatively, Viet Cong) and the People's Army of Vietnam (PAVN) during the Vietnam War (1960-1975). The trail was not a single route, but rather a complex maze of truck routes, paths for foot and bicycle traffic, and river transportation systems. The name, taken from North Vietnamese president Ho Chi Minh, it was also called the Truong Son Road, after the mountain range in central Vietnam through which it passed. 

The Ho Chi Minh Trail is one of the most renowned legends of the Vietnam War. The road system winded along the Truong Son Range that facilitated movement of soldiers and war supplies from North Vietnam to battlefields in South Vietnam.  

NOTE OF INTEREST:                                                                                                                 Almost all of these pictures seen below were taken by hidden SOG teams, "Studies and Observation Group", made up of volunteers from elite units of the, Army Green Berets, US Air Force Air Commandos and Navy SEALs
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        The Ho Chi Minh Trail
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Bicycles used to transport rice on the Ho Chi Minh Trail, captured during United States operations in Cambodia, spring 1970 
Courtesy United States Army
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                 NVA trucks on the Ho Chi Minh Trail
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 NVA truck on the Ho Chi Minh Trail
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NVA truck Crossing Jungle bridge on the Ho Chi Minh Trail
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NVA troops Crossing Jungle bridge on the Ho Chi Minh Trail
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Treading carefully, a US Infantry Soldier crosses a mountain stream using a footbridge constructed by the NVA.                                                              This action occurred on the Ho Chi Minh Trail between Dak To and the Cambodian border
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NVA troops moving along portion of the Ho Chi Minh Trail Laos
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NVA Troops marching South on the Ho Chi Minh Trail  
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NVA Troops going South on the Ho Chi Minh Trail  
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 NVA Troops, thousands going South on the Ho Chi Minh Trail  
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22 Feb 1971, Laos --- 2/22/1971-Along the Ho Chi Minh Trail, Laos-                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  A South Vietnamese armored personnel carrier rolls along the                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 Ho Chi Minh Trail in Laos, Feb. 21, in search of enemy forces.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    South Vietnam's American-backed move into Laos to cut the Communist supply line

[image: http://members.authorsguild.net/donkirk/imagelib/Hochiminhtrail.jpg]  This detailed view of the Ho Chi Minh Trail from a U.S. chopper ferrying South Vietnamese airborne onto Hill 31.           It was the first shot ever taken by a news photographer of the route along which North Vietnam shipped men and supplies to the South.
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18 Feb 1971, Laos --- Aerial view Several trucks, belonging to communist forces,                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            lay overturned on a rural road, part of the Ho Chi Minh Trail, after the                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       US Air Force bombed the road in 1971. Beside the road are many bomb craters
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                               NVA trucks on the Ho Chi Minh Trail

[image: C:\Documents and Settings\Peter C Dempsey\Desktop\Ho Chi MinhTrail Coolies.jpg]

 A long line of porters carry supplies along the Ho Chi Minh Trail for the North Vietnamese.                                                                                                          labourers carry supplies in their back packs of which is almost doubled to their weight,                                                                                                                             to walk through the trail to the Southern battlefields. 
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A long line of porters carry supplies along the Ho Chi Minh Trail for the North Vietnamese.                                                                                                          labourers carry supplies in their back packs of which is almost doubled to their weight,                                                                                                                             to walk through the trail to the Southern battlefields. 
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NVA women carrying ammunition box on the Ho Chi Minh Trail
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 The Ho Chi Minh Trail supply route: long line of porters carry supplies along the Ho Chi Minh Trail for the North Vietnamese.                                                                                         Many people wonder why Hanoi could exact so great contribution from North Vietnamese people. Tens of thousands porters at a time, one group after another, were transporting military supplies to the south in spite of danger and hardships. The answer is rather simple. They didn't feel fear as much as an American or South Vietnamese soldier did because on the Trail, a porter was fed 700 grams of rice a day and only rice, while back in their villages, each was rationed 450 grams of a mixture of 50 percent rice and 50 percent potato or corn. To a peasant at the time, the rice-only meal was as luxurious as a dinner in a 5-star hotel. The extreme large quantity of rice from North Vietnam was transported on the Ho Chi Minh Trail to the hundreds of logistic bases in South Vietnam border areas to support North Vietnamese combat units. 
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Another long line of porters carry supplies along the Ho Chi Minh Trail for the North Vietnamese.
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Vietnamese and Laotian coolies took supplies south                                                                                                                                                                                       on the Ho Chi Minh Trail (1959
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A look at the Ho Chi Minh Trail from road level with                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           camouflaged convoy truck approaching.We believe                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         the man standing there is a road repair worker.
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 PAVN People’s army VN Armed Forces troops on the Ho Chi Minh Trail 
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The Falls choke point on the Ho Chi Minh Trail in southern Laos.
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23 Feb 1971, Laos --- 2/23/1971-Along the Ho Chi Minh Trail, Laos: Holding their guns ready,                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             Vietnamese soldiers peer into the entrance of a bunker. The Vietnamese invasion of Laos                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            has turned up a limited amount of arms and supplies, but it now has become bogged down                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        because of weather, land mines, and enemy attacks.
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Ho Chi Minh Trail, Laos --- 02/14/71- Ho Chi Minh Trail, Laos: An ARVN soldier hauls out some of the supplies from                                                                                                                                            a bunker discovered on the Ho Chi Minh Trail. North Vietnamese used the bunkers as storage depots and protective                                                                                                                                                    cover. Caches of Gasoline, weapons and uniforms have been uncovered.

[image: C:\Documents and Settings\Peter C Dempsey\Desktop\images1786199_1.jpg]

                             NVA Trucks on the Ho Chi Minh Trail                             
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                      NVA trucks on the Ho Chi Minh Trail
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The Ho Chi Minh Trail photographed from 
a US reconnaissance plane
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The legendary Ho Chi Minh Trail.
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The unexpected meeting on the Ho Chi Minh Trail between                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        Nguyen Thi Hang and her old classmate, Cu, who was a                                                                                                                                                                          member of the Truong Son Corps
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           NVA troops on The Ho Chi Minh trail over Sepon River in Laos 
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Some sections of the Ho Chi Minh Trail were 
paved on the mountain sides and made with 
forest plants
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The Ho Chi Minh Trail at a river crossing
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  The US bombings and shellings heavily 
damaged the Ho Chi Minh Trail with 
the forests being burnt. Despite of all 
these, trucks continued to march Southwards 
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The US bombings and shellings heavily 
damaged the Ho Chi Minh Trail  
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Ta Le submerged path in Quang Binh Province, one of the three main targets                                                                                                                                                  for US air strikes, is on the most important front line of the Ho Chi Minh Trail.
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The ATP firing line with a sharp switch-back across Ta Le submerged path and Phu La
Nhich Pass in Quang Binh Province is the main point for US air strikes.
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With rudimentary pack-bikes, young  volunteers for the NVA transport through the Ho Chi Minh trail                                                                                                                     thousands of tonnes of food and weapons to the South.
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    NVA Trucks on the Ho Chi Minh Trail
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                 Aerial view of the Ho Chi Minh Trail
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Aerial view of the Ho Chi Minh Trail from a US Helicopter
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The bombed-out Ho Chi Minh Trail near Tchepone, Laos. The visible trail was no longer in use. Once bombed-out, the trail moved back under the jungle cover. The bombed-out part was still used during dark nights under black-out travel conditions
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The bombed-out Ho Chi MinhTrail
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		               The Ho Chi Minh Trail Maps
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SOG’S SECRET WAR: 1964-1972

Ho Chi Minh Trail
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hundreds of Recon missions each year.  B-52 bomb craters along the trail… picture (3) 

SOG's Special Forces men ran covert operations deep behind enemy lines                                      along the Ho Chi Minh Trail in Laos, into the enemy's secret Cambodian sanctuaries

SOG Special Ops along the Ho Chi Minh Trail

SOG was the most secret elite U.S. military unit to serve in the war in Vietnam, so secret it was "black", meaning its very existence was carefully concealed. Innocuously named the "Studies and Observation Group", SOG was made up of volunteers from elite units of the Army Green Berets, US Air Force Air Commandos and Navy SEALs, formally began American-led operations against the                                Ho Chi Minh Trail in the fall of 1964. Many of legendary Colonel Bull Simon’s men had actually been involved in secret operations against the Communists since before 1961, when the genesis of the Vietnam War is officially recorded.      

                                                        The American military was not defeated in Vietnam

The American military was not defeated in Vietnam – – The American military did not lose a battle of any consequence. From a military standpoint, it was almost an unprecedented performance. This included Tet ’68, offensive which was a major military defeat for the VC and NVA. • The United States did not lose the war in Vietnam, the South Vietnamese did – – The fall of Saigon happened 30 April 1975, two years after the American military left Vietnam. The last American troops departed in their entirety 29 March 1973. How could we lose a war we had already stopped fighting? We fought to an agreed stalemate. • The Fall of Saigon – – The 140,000 evacuees in April 1975 during the fall of Saigon consisted almost entirely of civilians and Vietnamese military, NOT American military running for their lives. There were almost twice as many casualties in Southeast Asia (primarily Cambodia) the first two years after the fall of Saigon in 1975 that there was during the ten years the US was involved in Vietnam.                                                               
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